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 Each year at La Costa Heights Elementary, we focus on the importance of providing researched and 
evidence-based interventions for students who are struggling academically and/or 
behaviorally/emotionally. The model that is being implemented at our school this year is a Data Based 
Consultative Intervention (DBCI) model. This model is based on the state’s movement towards Response 
to Intervention (RtI), which is based on the ideology that students should receive various levels of support 
as they progress through school. Research shows that approximately 20% of the student population will 
require additional support.  The level of support is based on the need of the individual student.  

 Once a student is identified as requiring additional support, they begin at Tier 1 with basic level 
and universal interventions, which are usually considered “quality teaching practices”. All students will be 
closely monitored by their teacher. If a student demonstrates progress with these interventions in place, they 
remain at Tier 1 and may not require additional support. However, if a student does not demonstrate 
adequate progress with Tier 1 interventions, they are moved to a Tier 2 level intervention.  Tier 2 
interventions are programs that are offered through the school, along with strategies that can be utilized at 
home. Rather than universal interventions, which are prevention techniques provided to all students, these 
are targeted interventions focused on the unique needs of that child. If students do not demonstrate progress 
at Tier 2, they are moved to a Tier 3 level intervention. At Tier 3, an intensive intervention is developed 
with the support of a consultant. Consultants are specialists on campus who work closely with the teachers 
and at times directly with the students, to determine specialized support at the highest level possible in the 
general education environment. At each level, progress is closely monitored by the teachers and consultants, 
specifically in the area of need for that student. The progress provides data on progress, which in turn allows 
the consultants and teachers to make informed decisions on how best to support the child.  

Notification regarding your child’s progress and intervention support will be communicated 
consistently throughout the school year through the teacher. Should your child demonstrate a need for 
additional support, you will receive an email indicating which Tier supports your child is receiving.   

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress or interventions, please contact your 
child’s teacher. If a child moves through the tier system and continues to demonstrate limited progress, the 
school team and parent will collaborate regarding options for next steps, which may include assessment for 
determining eligibility for Special Education.   
 
If at anytime you have any questions or concerns after speaking to your child’s teacher, do not hesitate to 
contact Principal Kay. 
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Data-Based Consultative Intervention (DBCI) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 

1. I feel that my child is struggling, what can I do? 
First, make sure to express your concerns with your child’s teacher and discuss in detail what you can do to 
support at home as well. Remember, there is a range of what would be considered to be average for each grade 
level and every child is different. Additionally, with the move to Common Core there may be a transition 
period with an expected level of extra guidance. When looking at how your child compares to grade level 
standards, make sure to also discuss with the teacher how your child is progressing compared to other students 
in their class. You may find that during this transition period, your child is progressing as expected, relative to 
the others of their grade level. We will need to allow a little extra time for adjustment to this educational shift.  
 
2. What is the purpose of DBCI? 
DBCI is an intervention program designed to not only provide all students with varying levels of supports they 
require to be successful, but also for the early identification of students suspected as having an educational 
disability. When a child does not progress, despite intensive intervention over time, then the team may suspect 
an educational disability to exist and recommend a full assessment. 
 
3. When and how will I be notified of my child’s progress on DBCI? 
The teacher will remain in consistent contact with you regarding your child’s progress and concerns. If at anytime 
you have questions, feel free to contact your child’s teacher. At the beginning of each new intervention block, 
you will receive written notification of what level interventions your child is to receive for the upcoming 6- week 
block.  
 
4. Who do I talk to about concerns about my child’s social skills/behavior? 
Again, make sure you discuss these concerns with your child’s teacher. We do have playground programs on 
campus to support students with varying needs. There are also options of peer buddies and behavioral supports, 
as well as several other ideas and strategies your teacher may have. Your teacher is also able to consult with a 
specialist to brainstorm additional ideas.  
 
5. What is Special Education? I worry that my child learns differently? 
Special Education encompasses specialized services and supports provided to students who qualify under state 
and federal laws as having an educational disability. There are 14 categories a student can qualify for these 
services under, including: Autism, Other Health Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Speech Language, 
Visually Impaired, etc. There is also a difference between a clinical diagnosis and an educational disability.  
This means that it’s possible for a child to have a medical diagnosis, for example ADHD, but function at grade 
level with some extra classroom strategies, therefore not requiring special education services. Students who 
qualify for special education services demonstrate a “significant” educational impact. This often means they are 
well below grade level expectations and have shown little to no progress when provided with interventions to 
support their area of need. A child who requires some intervention and then begins to make progress or is 
approaching grade level, is not a child who would normally be suspected as having an educational disability. 
Keep in mind that there are many different learning styles and that children will demonstrate higher motivation 
toward the tasks they enjoy or those that come easily to them. One of the purposes of DBCI is to catch those 
students who would require specialized service, at a faster rate and prior to waiting until they fall significantly 
behind, as interventions are provided throughout the entire process.  
 

If at anytime you have any questions or concerns after speaking to your child’s teacher, do not hesitate to contact 
Principal Kay. 
 


